Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.057; wR factor = 0.181; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.9.
In the title molecule, C 21 H 18 N 2 , the mean plane of the benzene ring of the mesityl group forms a dihedral angle of 82.69 (4) with that of the phenanthroline ring system. The crystal structure is stabilized bystacking interactions between the phenanthroline system and the benzene ring of the mesityl group of a symmetry-related molecule, with centroid-centroid distances of 3.7776 (14) and 3.7155 (13) Å .
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